
 
 

The North Lamar Combined Neighborhood Planning Area 
North Lamar Boulevard Corridor I Meeting, July 29, 2008 

Meeting Notes 
 

The North Lamar Boulevard Corridor I Meeting was meant to provide area residents and 
stakeholders an opportunity to envision an improved North Lamar Boulevard.  Issues regarding land 
uses and character/identity were incorporated into the evening’s discussion as related to this 
corridor located between US Highway 183 and Braker Lane.   
 
To begin the North Lamar Corridor I Meeting, stakeholders were provided with 45 photographs of 
streetscapes that represent possible future developments along the corridor; the purpose of the 
exercise was to gauge how residents want the corridor to look and feel.  Stakeholders voted on those 
photos that they would prefer and would not prefer to see along North Lamar Boulevard.   
 
Two representatives of Code Enforcement, Jonathon Josephson and Manuel (last name?)  were in 
attendance to provide information to residents regarding a pilot program currently going on within 
the City and, especially, within the North Lamar neighborhoods; the program uses cameras to deter 
people from illegally dumping debris in certain areas or streets by taking photographs of them, their 
vehicles, and their activities.  The cameras are attached to telephone poles (~15 feet off the ground) 
and take high-quality pictures of the area every twenty seconds once activity is detected there.  A dial 
tone can be heard once the pictures are taken notifying the criminals/violators that their information 
is being sent to area code enforcement officers.  Questions for the gentlemen were: 
 
Q. Who do we talk to about getting the cameras in our neighborhood permanently? 
A.  Get with your neighborhood association heads and with the North Austin Coalition of 
Neighborhoods (NACN) to pool resources and possible locations for the cameras. 
 
Q.  How much do the cameras cost? 
A.  The cameras are $6,000.  But, they pay for themselves in little to no time; violators caught on 
camera can expect violations ranging from $600 to $60,000 dependent upon their code violation.   
 
Q.  Are the cameras tax-deductible? 
A.  No, but they will be subsidized by next year.  We plan on having 3 to 4 cameras installed next 
year.  We are also looking into federal grants that will assist us in buying the cameras.   
 
Q.  I know code enforcement officers do not work many weekend hours.  Who do I call if there are 
violations occurring on the weekends? 
A.  We sometimes flex our time to work a few hours on the weekend, but you need to contact City 
Council and let them know that more funding is needed to provide more officers and patrol hours 
to assist in code enforcement for your area.  Continue to call 311 or call Manuel at 974-1930. 
 
Mark Walters proceeded to present the results of the North Lamar Corridor Community Survey.  
The survey results (in their entirety) can be found on the North Lamar website at: 
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/zoning/north_lamar.htm.  During his presentation several questions and 
concerns arose, and they can be found below: 
 
Q. How feasible is this type of change (as depicted on the photo boards)? 



A.  Change in any neighborhood is dependent upon many different factors.  We (NPZD) can, 
however, change the (zoning) rules to allow these types of changes to occur in the future.  Market 
conditions, current building leases, and other conditions factor into the feasibility and timeline of 
change and development for the corridor.   
 
Q.  I became alarmed when I was filling out the survey.  I used to live in South Austin when it was 
once affordable; now, it’s not.  I’m afraid that these developmental changes along North Lamar 
Boulevard will price us out of our neighborhood.  Can this occur? 
A.  This is a legitimate concern; however, we don’t have a proper response right now for you, but 
we can definitely look into this and provide a better answer for you at a later date. 
 
Q.  Regarding the TxDOT and Texas Transportation Institute study currently occurring along 
North Lamar Boulevard, can TxDOT put cameras up along the roadway? 
A.  The study is geared more towards safety along the roadway, but that’s a good question to ask the 
TTI representatives that will attend the next meeting in August. 
 
Sheila Balog and Jacob Browning then initiated a group discussion regarding the photographs that 
had been voted on at the beginning of the meeting.  Staff wanted to get a sense of how stakeholders 
would (and would not) like to the corridor to look and feel in the future.  The discussion focused 
upon the top three vote-getters of what was liked and disliked the most; two other photographs 
were included because they each received split votes.  The photographs and their comments can be 
found below: 
 
Positive Photographs: 
           #1 (17 Responses) 

Comments: 

• Trees 

• Wide Sidewalks 

• Well-maintained and maintainable 

• Park-like 

• Trees between sidewalk and road 

• ADA accessible 

• Street lights 

• Meant for walking 

• How to deter homeless from sleeping/living on features like these?  Certain design features 
can be added to prevent these things from happening. 

 
#2 (15 Responses) 
Comments: 

• Inviting 

• Shade 

• Trees 

• Buildings create a wall 

• Shops and signage are pedestrian-oriented 

• Safe -- eyes on the street 

• Neighborhood-friendly 

• Parallel parking along the street buffers pedestrians on the 
sidewalk from the heavier flow of vehicular traffic on the 
street 

 



#3 (14 Responses) 
Comments: 

• Pedestrian-friendly 

• Tree planters act as buffer between sidewalk 
and street 

• Trees are in scale to people 

• Sidewalk needs to have more of a buffer 
between street and pedestrians than just the 
tree planters 

• Buildings are too tall for North Lamar 
Boulevard 

 
 
Negative Photographs: 

 
#1 (18 Responses) 
Comments: 

• Too much asphalt/impervious cover 

• Caters to non-directed traffic (cars going all 
over the place, causing accidents) 

• All about cars 

• Unsafe for mothers and children 

• No “eyes on the parking lot” 

• No security 

• Does not encourage walking 

• Out-dated businesses 

• The large lot encourages illegal businesses (garage sales, car sales, mobile food vendors) 

• Planted medians and trees may make this space feel safer and inviting 
 
 

#2 (11 responses) 
Comments: 

• No green space 

• All asphalt 

• No shade or landscaping 

• Uninviting 

• Cheaply built 

• Barbed wire fence--uninviting, but probably 
doesn’t keep out those for which it is to 
deter 

• Isolated 

• No aesthetics 

• Adequate space between buildings (positive) 

• Not a fan of chain-link fences; they could have put up a better fence 

• Barren 
 
 
 



 
#3 (10 Responses) 
Comments: 

• Not a pedestrian-friendly storefront 

• Sidewalk needs to be closer to the building 

• Out-dated buildings 

• Flat roofs; add covering to prevent the A/C 
units from being seen 

• Add some aesthetic elements to the 
buildings 

• Wider sidewalks 

• Parking needs to be relocated to the side or rear of the building 
 
 
Split-Vote Photographs 

 
#1 (3 Positive Responses, 4 Negative Responses) 
Positive Comments: 

• Median 

• Looks Clean 

• Green; possible open space on right side of 
photo 

• Landscaping  

• Lighting 

• Conducive to efficient traffic flows 
 

Negative Comments 

• Billboards 

• Needs more landscaping 
 

 
#2 (3 Positive Responses, 4 Negative Responses) 
Positive Comments: 

• Mixed-use 

• Traffic can flow 

• Possibilities for density 

• Concentrates the density along major 
corridors (i.e., North Lamar Blvd.) and out 
of the single-family areas of neighborhoods 

 
Negative Comments: 

• Wider sidewalks needed 

• The building is too tall; not compatible with the neighborhood 
 
Discussion moved to what residents would like to see in a mixed-use building.  The responses were 
as follows: 

• Small grocery 

• A place to get a drink 

• Dry cleaners 



• Bookstore 

• Local eateries 

• Small hardware store 

• Thoughtful design 

• Affordability 
 
To close the meeting, Jean Niswonger gave a recap of the Health in the NLCNPA meeting that was 
held on July 8, 2008.  She provided attendees with a list of healthy-related resources available in the 
North Lamar area and an update on those items in which stakeholders had expressed interest (e.g., 
community gardens, cooking classes, etc.)  These two lists will be available on the North Lamar 
website at: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/zoning/north_lamar.   


