
 
 

The North Lamar Combined Neighborhood Planning Area 
North Lamar Boulevard Corridor Meeting II, August 19, 2008 

Meeting Notes 
 

The North Lamar Boulevard Corridor Meeting II was meant to provide area residents and 
stakeholders an opportunity to envision an improved North Lamar Boulevard.  Transportation-
related issues were discussed regarding this corridor located between US Highway 183 and Braker 
Lane.   
 
The North Lamar Corridor Meeting II began with a presentation by Mr. Russell Henk, who was 
representing the Texas Transportation Institute (TTI).  Mr. Henk’s discussion focused upon TTI’s 
collaborative study (alongside TxDOT, the City of Austin, and Capital Metro) of transportation-
related issues along North Lamar Boulevard (between US Highway 183 and Parmer Lane) that had 
begun in June 2008.  Included, were concerns regarding sidewalk connectivity, pedestrian 
crosswalks, and traffic flows along the corridor.  Mr. Henk’s presentation is available on the 
NLCNPA website (http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/zoning/north_lamar.htm).    
 
During the presentation, many questions were asked.  These questions and their answers can be 
found below: 
 
Q.  Can bike lanes be raised to the same level as sidewalks to ensure the safety of bicyclists? 
A.  That’s a great concern.  It will have to be looked at further to see if this is a feasible alternative to 
the current state of bike lanes along North Lamar Boulevard. 
 
Q.  I am thrilled that TTI and TxDOT are doing this study.  But, during your study, is there a forum 
for public input?  Is there even an option for public input for your purposes? 
A.  Yes, there is the opportunity to provide public input; I don’t know why the option of public 
input would not be offered to you.  We will, however, need to gather more information from the 
field (to better understand the area) before involving the public in our process. 
 
Q.  What kind of interface is occurring between the TTI study and the neighborhood planning 
process?  Are you coordinating efforts? 
A.  (NPZD) The TTI study is not occurring because of the planning process in the NLCNPA or 
vice versa.  I wish I could say that this was true!  But, this is an unprecedented venture--an 
opportunity to link the neighborhood planning process to a state-funded corridor project hasn’t 
happened before.  
A.  (TTI) The priority and purpose of our study is to form a partnership with all involved parties, 
and that includes the neighborhoods and the City of Austin.  We do want to get involved in the 
neighborhood planning process and, if need be, will be able to come back and present our final 
findings to you at a later date. 
 
Comment:  TxDOT needs to be involved in our neighborhood planning process, too.  TxDOT 
designs are not good; aesthetics need to be included in the process, especially in the 
recommendations of the stakeholders. 
 
Mr. Henk:  The next step of our study may include picking a strategic area along North Lamar 
Boulevard and begin a pilot project there.  It will be a systematic approach to addressing the 
transportation issues along this roadway.   



 
Q.  People are going to continue to die (because of accidents along North Lamar) between now and 
when your study will be completed.  Are there any plans for interim projects that can mitigate this 
problem between now and implementation of your study’s findings? 
A.  Throughout the process we will categorize prospective improvements and implement them in a 
timely manner so to address the problems along North Lamar. 
 
Q.  Is there any legislation that will expedite projects along North Lamar Boulevard?   
A.  I don’t know, but the deadline was July 15, 2008 for funds to expedite projects, especially to fill 
in the sidewalk gaps along North Lamar Boulevard. 
 
Q.  Is there anything that explains the heightened awareness of motorists (because of news reports, 
increase in deaths, etc.) and an increase in problems?  It seems that with the heightened awareness, 
the number of problems should decline. 
A.  There is nothing that I am aware of that can explain this situation.  The data we have received 
indicates that intoxicated motorists have been involved in many of the accidents along North Lamar. 
 
Comment:  The solution to our problem is to add more lights along North Lamar, especially at the 
staggered intersections between 183 and Rundberg Lane. 
Mr. Henk:  We are currently looking at putting a stop light at Powell Lane and North Lamar. 
 
The meeting proceeded with a presentation by Greg Dutton.  The presentation was to inform 
neighborhood stakeholders of Capital Metro’s RapidMetro service planned along North Lamar 
Boulevard for the near future.  Questions and comments for Mr. Dutton included: 
 
Q:  What about the speed limits along North Lamar?  This is an urbanized area with already too high 
speed limits, and with mention of RapidMetro, higher speed limits will be needed to be “rapid.” 
A.  A lot of needs and issues will be coming together to address this issue. 
 
Q.  Bus pull-outs are needed along North Lamar to accommodate traffic flow along North Lamar.  
Is TxDOT or CapMetro working on providing such facilities here? 
A.  There is a problem with buses getting back into the traffic flow after stopping at one of these 
pull-outs.  We can look at this. 
 
The meeting concluded with an opportunity for NLCNPA stakeholders to review a draft of the 
neighborhood plan’s transportation chapter.  Jacob Browning provided an overview of the chapter’s 
layout and top priorities; and, after an initial review, Mr. Browning received feedback from meeting 
participants regarding the chapter’s content.  Several issues were identified that needed to be 
included within the chapter; Mr. Browning subsequently added these issues after group discussion of 
them.  The draft transportation chapter is available on the NLCNPA website: 
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/zoning/north_lamar.htm.   
 
If there are any other additions that need to be made to the draft transportation chapter, please call 
Jacob at (512) 974-7657 or email him at jacob.browning@ci.austin.tx.us.   


