
 
 

The North Lamar Combined Neighborhood Planning Area 
Pedestrian Transit Meeting, June 3, 2008 

Meeting Notes 
 

The pedestrian transit meeting for the North Lamar neighborhoods began with a presentation by 
Mark Walters in which a brief overview of transportation and related terminology were given.   
 
Nadia Barrera, of the Public Works Department, presented information regarding the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Program for the City of Austin.  During her presentation, Ms. Barrera discussed current 
and on-going projects for pedestrians and bikers throughout the City and the North Lamar Planning 
Area.1 
 
During and after these presentations, neighborhood stakeholders had questions and concerns that 
were to be addressed, and both these questions and their answers can be found below: 
 
Q. Are streets built solely for cars? 
A. No, not at all.  Streets are meant for all modes of transit including cars, trucks, buses, etc.  
 
Q. Is it implied that it is best to have bike lanes located next to vehicular traffic lanes? 
A. No, not necessarily.  Most times, there is not enough room in the right-of-way to separate the 
bike lanes from vehicle lanes, but it is best to separate them.  However, this is typically not the case 
as the opportunity to do so is usually non-existent. 
 
Comment: There are separated bike/pedestrian lanes located on Howard Lane.  
 
Q. What measures will be taken to educate the non-English-speaking population about the proper 
use of streets, sidewalks, and bike lanes?  Many are here illegally and choose to drive when they may 
not really know hot to use these facilities safely.   
A. We can’t provide a response to this now, but because this is unique to the North Lamar area, it 
will be included in the neighborhood plan once it’s been investigated.  This is also being addressed 
in the City’s Bicycle Plan. 
 
Q. There have been previous efforts to add bike lanes to Diamondback, Masterson Pass, and 
Georgian Drive.  But, the City of Austin decided to not allow the construction or addition of bike 
lanes because of parking issues that disrupt the mobility of bikers.  Is this still the case? 
A. No, the City of Austin continues to build bike lanes in various parts of its jurisdiction. 
 
Q. Can you clarify the term “bicycle facility”? 
A. A “facility” facilitates the use of a bicycle; these include bike lanes, paths, etc.  
 
Q. The North Lamar area has many people with disabilities.  Sidewalks must meet ADA standards 
to allow for motorized wheelchairs, correct? 

                                                 
1
 Both Mr. Walters and Ms. Barrera’s presentations can be found on the North Lamar website at: 

http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/zoning/north_lamar.   



A. Yes, sidewalks must meet all ADA requirements and citizens using motorized wheelchairs should 
use sidewalks where available, especially if these sidewalks have appropriate curb ramps.  If there are 
no sidewalks, unfortunately, these people must use the street or in the wide curb lanes.  If there are 
any areas of non-compliance with ADA, please advise City staff of them.   
 
Q. What is the Street Smarts Task Force? 
A. The task force was sponsored by Mayor Wynn and Lance Armstrong that involved the expertise 
of transportation engineers, planners, police, and others.  The task force has developed and provided 
recommendations to improve biking safety throughout the City.  These recommendations are 
available to the public at: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/council/streetsmarts.htm).  
 
Q. In your presentation, it seemed that no bike or pedestrian projects are slated for the North Lamar 
area.  Why? 
A. This is why we are here tonight--to see where these types of projects are needed in your 
neighborhood.  Now is your chance to get these projects in queue.   
 
Comment:  There is a scenic bike route that runs through my neighborhood, but there are no bike 
lanes present.  Not that this would matter, because people would park in the bike lanes anyway.  It is 
embarrassing to think that professional cyclists would use this route. 
 
Comment: I feel like I am wasting my time here tonight with this discussion.  There is so much 
criminal activity within North Lamar that I don’t feel safe walking around the neighborhood.  If 
these projects are built, I won’t use them because of the safety issues here.  This discussion is more 
suited to West Austin than to North Lamar. 
 
Comment: We are not talking about paths of desire, but paths of necessity.  These paths are formed 
because people need to get to places that aren’t connected by sidewalks.   
 
Q. How can the City make recommendations of what we need in our neighborhood if you do not 
know our neighborhood? 
A. We will get more information from you tonight regarding the issues of sidewalks and bike 
facilities in North Lamar.   
 
Comment: It’s wonderful to know that the City of Austin has an office that focuses on bicycle and 
pedestrian projects.   
 
Comment: There is a problem of parked cars along streets within North Lamar.  This makes it 
difficult for both vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  More code enforcement is needed to ensure the 
proper parking of vehicles. 
 
Comment from Sheila Balog, facilitator: City Manager Ott has expressed his disappointment with 
the amount of code enforcement officers employed by the City of Austin.  He has expressed his 
intent to hire 100 more officers within the next 5 to 6 months. 
 
Comment: I’m afraid to call 311 even if it is anonymous.  People know who called and will retaliate 
against them. 
 
Comment: Calling 311 is as useful as emailing a junk hotmail account. 
 



Q. Is there an ordinance requiring a certain amount of footage between passing vehicles and 
cyclists? 
A. This ordinance has been discussed, but it has not passed yet.  This ordinance will require 3 to 4 
feet between vehicles and cyclists. 
 
Q. What is traffic calming? 
A. The slowing of traffic by using certain mechanisms as speed humps, chicanes, etc.   
 
Q. When counting traffic, are buses counted? 
A. Yes, all vehicles are counted when doing a traffic count.  The traffic count also includes stress 
readings to see how many heavy vehicles pass the studied area.  
 
Q. Is the Bicycle and Pedestrian Program addressing rail at all? 
A. Yes, especially along the Lance Armstrong route.  We are also working with CapMetro to address 
pedestrian facilities at the new transit-oriented developments (TODs), including the one located on 
North Lamar Boulevard and Justin Lane.  
 
Q. Is East Rundberg Lane too narrow to include bike lanes? 
A. We are not sure of this, but we can definitely research this and get back to you. 
 
Q. How soon would the feedback received tonight be realized in this area?  
A. The next bond election will occur in 3 to 4 years; however, some funding is available each fiscal 
year, but these funds are allocated based on the prioritization matrix used by the Public Works 
Department. 
 
Q. It seems that projects like these are implemented in areas with higher tax values and not in areas 
such as North Lamar.  Why? 
A. Our Department takes measures to ensure pedestrian projects are implemented throughout the 
City and not focused upon particular areas.   


