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INTRODUCTION
The objectives for this semester were to gain an understanding of conditions including the key problems and opportunities of Brownie Drive in the Rundberg area, and then apply 
that understanding utilizing urban design skills by designing an intervention to address core problems of the Brownie Drive area. I was particularly drawn to the issue of isola-
tion from my first visit. Brownie Drive is highly isolated from the surrounding neighborhood due to a combination of dead ends and fences. During the documentation and analysis 
phase of the project I focused on the south end of Brownie drive and analyzed how people were using space and how they were making due with what they had. It was apparent that 
the dead end was both a high traffic area and a place perceived as unsafe. This was due to the large fence and dead end as well as an isolated large piece of vacant land that was 
entirely fenced in. Despite the fence and the perceived dangers there is a path that is clearly used regularly to connect the dead end to the surrounding neighborhood. This is the 
area I decided to focus on. It had potential for multiple reasons. First, it was a problem area but also an area people regularly used. Second, the large parcel of land was divided into 
two sections, the largest being privately owned the smaller owned by the city. Third, making changes in this area would not have a direct impact on peoples daily activities (besides 
possible illegal activity) and since the space has a negative or dangerous association any changes will likely be considered positive. 

My intervention is based on the precedent study, Mobile City Farm- Chicago. I proposed removing the fence that borders the vacant parcel of land, connecting the dead end to a 
street in the neighborhood beyond the vacant lot and using a portion of the vacant land as an urban farm. Adding in the street is the most expensive part of my proposal but will 
connect Brownie Drive to the surrounding neighborhood by removing key barriers isolating it. The farm is a temporary (with long term potential) intervention for the privately 
owned parcel, creating a positive use of an underutilized space until the land owner is ready to develop. The farm will serve as a community resource and a catalyst to future posi-
tive change. My proposal will address physical isolation from the surrounding neighborhood, perceptions of safety at the dead end, and provide access to high quality food. Partners 
for farm management and programs associated with the farm could be the City of Austin, the Sustainable Food Center, Urban Roots and local public schools. 

An urban farm is a feasible intervention, both in scope and in cost. Even without the street connection organizations from around Austin could work together with the property 
owner or work solely on the city owned parcel to develop a farm that can serve as a community space, learning center and provide healthy food options for surrounding residents. 
Engaging the community, SFC and Urban Roots, the city, and the property owner would be the first step towards making an urban farm a reality. 
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SITE: BROWNIE DRIVE / AUSTIN, TX
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MENTAL MAPPING: BROWNIE DRIVE / AUSTIN, TX
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CONTEXT DOCUMENTATION AND ANALYSIS: BROWNIE DRIVE / AUSTIN, TX
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PRECEDENT STUDY: BROWNIE DRIVE / AUSTIN, TX
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URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK: BROWNIE DRIVE / AUSTIN, TX
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URBAN DESIGN INTERVENTION: BROWNIE DRIVE / AUSTIN, TX
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