
DRY CREEK BED DESIGN
BROWNIE DRIVE / RUNDBERG LANE REGION / AUSTIN, TEXAS

Site Overview

PRESERVATION

RECREATION PARTICIPATION

The site is a 0.3-mile deserted dry creek bed 
covering an area of 6.4 acres along the west side 
of Brownie Drive in the Rundberg, a neighborhood 
featuring high cime rate, concentrated poverty, 
unemployment,  low performing schools and 
disinvestment. The site is located within the Little 
Walnut Creek watershed.

The following site features offer both challenges and 
opportunities for the design of this place.

Wide & Dry
The site is about 115 feet wide and the 
lowest point is about 10 feet deep.The 
creek bed is usually dry except after 
heavy rain. 

Erosion & Litters Problems
The creek bed is covered by trashes 
and some places where the little grass
was existing have been damaged by 
people’s improper use.

Overgrown & Isolated
Many of the existing plants at the west 
end of the creek bed are overgrown 
making this site isolated between the 
SF and MF neighborhood. As residents 
has limited access to the site, it also 
become the favorite haunt of drug 
dealers and gangsters.

Potential Flooding Risk
Although the site is not located within 
the flood zone, it still has a potential 
flooding risk and is correlated with those 
flooding areas located lower.

Lack of Outdoor Recreation 

Facilities
There is only one recreation facility in 
Brownie Pocket Park for children, which 
is not in proportion to the needs of a 
large group of families with children in 
this area.

The creek bed will become a sustainable, maintainable, and ecologically sensitive place featuring muitiple Green Infrastructure 
practices, walking and jogging paths, and active recreation facilities, all of which will provide recreational activities, ecological 
benefits, and a source of beauty for all residents.

Vision

Objectives
• To preserve the natural resources and mitigate 
the stormwater runoff through establishing a “green 
infrastructure” as the cornerstone of community well-
being.

• To provide an open space where people can gather 
to play, celebrate, interact, and learn about each 
other.

• To provide a safe, outdoor place for children’s 
exploration and discovery, play, learning, and positive 
social interaction.

• To foster public awareness, education, and support 
of environmental and open space management.

Green Infrastructure
GI is an interconnected network of natural areas that conserves natural ecosystem values and 
functions, sustains clean air and water, and provides a wide array of benefits to people and wildlife. 
(Benedict & McMahon, 2006) At the scale of a neighborhood or site, green infrastructure refers to 
stormwater management systems that mimic nature by soaking up and storing water. 

In this design, Green infrastructure practices include, but are not limited to: 

Minimal Intervention
The Red Ribbon Park explored an alternative that integrated art with nature and dramatically 
transformed the landscape with minimal design. It demonstrates an important idea – minimal 
intervention, ecological minimalism. 

In this design, the minimal interventional design approaches include:

- Regulating flood and stormwater through rain garden and bioswales;
- The protection of original creek bed and native vegetation;
- The preservation of, and respect for the original topography.

Design Elements

Rain Gardens Bioswales Stormwater Retention
Pond

Playscape
Strangers, traffic, and tragic accidents are all modern threats to children’s safety and cause many 
parents to usher their children into highly structured and supervised activities. Abundant research 
supports the statement that children need access to the outdoors for healthy physical, cognitive, 
and emotional development.

A playscape is a natural landscape that supports children’s selfdirected play. Playscapes 
are found to be very beneficial in the growth and development of children both mentally and 
physically. Cognitive development, focus, attention span and social skills are all improved. 

In this design, the playscape conponents include:

Permeable Pavement

Playing Lawn Water Features Sand Play Gathering Plaza

Natural Plants

Recreation Facility

Boulders Natural Fences Stairs Textured Pathway

Policies
- Develop partnerships with community, nonprofit organizations and government to protect and 
manage the open space.

- Educate residents on the importance of open space in their neighborhood and how to properly 
maintain it.
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE + MINIMAL INTERVENTION + PLAYSCAPE


