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November 20, 2014 
 
 
Dr. Paul Cruz, Interim Superintendent 
Austin Independent School District 
1111 W. 6

th
 Street 

Austin, TX 78703 
 
Dear Dr. Cruz:  
 
Please accept this letter as an expression of appreciation and support for Austin ISD as lead applicant 
for the Austin Promise Zone (APZ) application being submitted to the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development.  The City of Austin is proud to be an integral partner in this initiative, engaging 
multiple departments such as the City’s economic development, health and human services, police, and 
planning in working toward the shared APZ goals of creating jobs, increasing economic activity, 
reducing serious or violent crime, improving educational opportunities, improving access to health care 
systems, and making communities livable, which align with the following priorities of the Imagine Austin 
comprehensive plan: 

 Priority Program 1:  Invest in a Compact and Connected Austin that is less car-dependent and 
more walking, bicycling, and transit-friendly 

 Priority Program 3:  Continue to Grow Austin’s Economy by Investing in Our Workforce, 
Education Systems, Entrepreneurs, and Local Businesses 

 Priority Program 5:  Grow and Invest in Austin’s Creative Economy (arts community) through 
educational and economic programs as well as programs that provide affordable transportation, 
work space, housing, and healthcare 

 Priority Program 6:  Develop and Maintain Household Affordability Throughout Austin, taking 
into consideration transportation and access to daily and weekly needs as essential 
components 

 Priority Program 7:  Create a Healthy Austin by coordinating access to community and health 
services, local and healthy food, physical activity, and tobacco-free living 

 Priority Program 8:  Revise Austin’s Development Regulations and Processes to Promote a 
Compact and Connected City 
 

The Imagine Austin vision and plan, developed with the input of thousands of residents, describes the 
Austin we aspire to be in 2039, the 200th anniversary of the city’s founding. Our city will be one of a 
“complete communities” that is natural and sustainable, prosperous, livable, mobile and interconnected, 
educated, creative, and which values and respects all Austinites. The City currently utilizes the Imagine 
Austin plan as a guiding light for decisions about policy, funding and strategic initiatives, and the 
Promise Zone designation will greatly bolster the community’s ability to execute the many elements 
shared between Imagine Austin and APZ plans by aligning local investments and achieving synergies 
through action-focused coordination of systemic partners and a large array of community stakeholders 
who often collaborate in segments of the community but may not otherwise have the ability to connect 
efforts across the entire APZ area for greater regional impact. As such, we applaud your taking the lead 
on this application and commit to contribute however possible toward implementation of the proposed 
activities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lee Leffingwell 
Mayor



   

  
  
  

 
 

 


