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III. Describe how your project will further the mission of the Bring Back the 
Monarchs to Texas program 
 
This very public demonstration site will further the BBMT mission of promoting 
monarch habitat outreach and education to a wide audience. 
 
The population of the Brownie Neighborhood Park service area is almost 30% children, 
with roughly three-quarters of the households living in apartment complexes. The park is 
located at the junction of two ISD school zones, adjacent to a charter school campus. A 
public sidewalk and a city bike route pass through the park. That is, hundreds of children 
and their families will routinely pass by the demonstration garden. In addition, two of the 
schools have expressed interest in nature education programs using the park. The 
wayfinding and information design for the park will include educational signage. 
 
 
V. Describe your design concept 
 
About a third of the resident of the service area are immigrants, predominantly from 
Mexico. Many people have a particular affinity for monarchs, both due to their winter 
home in central Mexico, and to their positive identification as migrants. 
 
The monarch demonstration garden will be located in a piece of parkland which does not 
connect to the active use areas of the park. That upland piece is bounded by a small, 
open, creek tributary, naturalized riparian habitat, and the yards of two private residences. 
It receives direct sun from mid-morning through late afternoon during the spring and fall 
migration seasons. 
 
The park is in the transition zone between Edwards Plateau and Blacklands Prairie. The 
site has been fallow for some decades. 
 
When the charter school began construction in 2014, neighborhood volunteers rescued 
many native plants and seeds, including green milkweed. Where possible, those plants, or 
their descendants, will be returned to the site. 
 
The layout of the demonstration garden offers accessibility to casual park users along the 
sidewalk, while providing a path and park bench for relaxing or observation. In addition 
to the monarch garden, this piece of parkland will demonstrate host and nectar plants for 
other native pollinators. As a demonstration garden, this area will emphasize species not 
already present in the naturalized areas of the park and adjacent riparian area. 
 



The milkweed species mix likely will remain constant. The nectar species mix may 
change over time, according to volunteer and neighborhood interest for a demonstration 
site. The initial species selection is unified by a white-blue-pink palette, with a burst of 
red-yellow in the corner. 
 
 
VI List indigenous native milkweed and nectar plants to be used in your project: 
Antelope horn milkweed (asperula) 
Green milkweed (viridis) 
Swamp milkweed (incarnata) 
Butterfly weed (tuberosa) 
 
Kidney wood 
Button bush 
Lantana 
 
Prairie verbena 
 
Ironweed (lindheimeri) 
Blue mistflower (coelestinum) 
White boneset 
Blazing star 
Beebalm (citriodora) 
 
 
VII. Create an activity/task schedule and maintenance program. How many 
volunteers? How many days a week/month? (Include both implementation and 
maintenance schedules.) 
 
Site preparation (Jan-Mar) 
The site has already been cleared, graded, partially overseeded with native grass, and 
covered with erosion control netting. Additional workdays this year will include 
temporary marking for the path, installation of stone or wood borders for the 
demonstration garden, and spreading compost and mulch. Ten volunteers, four hours 
each. 
 
Installation (Mar-May, Oct-Dec) 
Plants and seeds will be installed as available during several short workdays in the spring 
and fall. For the initial year, this generally will be done by experienced, adult, volunteers. 
(Children will be participating by seeding the park's wildflower pond.) Ten volunteers, 
eight hours each. 
 
Soil Kitchen (April-May) 
Brownie Neighborhood Park will participate in this soil testing program offered through 
the City of Austin in April. The results may suggest other needed preparation/amendment 
for the garden site. Two volunteers, four hours each. 



 
Ongoing maintenance (Mar-Dec) 
The demonstration garden's location in the heart of a neighborhood means that many 
volunteer tasks can be completed in small increments, in conjunction with a neighborly 
chat or an evening walk, or a school class outing. Four nearby households include 
experienced gardeners and have offered to coordinate and train other volunteers for this 
first year. Tasks will include removing identifying and removing unintended species, 
Ongoing, the North Lamar neighborhood team's adopt-a-park sponsorship of Brownie 
Park will include assuring maintenance of the demonstration garden. Six lead volunteers, 
20 hours each. Twenty volunteers, four hours each. 
 
Watering (Mar-Oct) 
The small, ponded section of the creek channel next to the demonstration garden typically 
has water except in August and September. For this initial year, we will handpump that 
water. An adjacent property owner has offered use of their outdoor faucet when needed. 
A city water line is present along the road. We anticipate the park's community garden 
will include a meter and tap, which will be available to the monarch demonstration 
garden in future years. Generally, once established, plants will not receive supplemental 
watering. Two lead volunteers, 10 hours each. Ten volunteers, two hours each. 
 
Evaluation and Planning (Nov-Dec) 
The task schedule from the initial year will be evaluated. Some one-time tasks will be 
removed. Other tasks may be adjusted or added based on experiences in the first year. 
Ten volunteers, two hours each. 
 
 
VIII. Draw out your garden design plan on a separate sheet of paper and attach to 
completed form. 


